YAMEN, PAST AND PRESENT              13
Sulieman Pasha, Turkish Governor of Egypt, occupied the coastal t<5wns of Yamen and laid the foundation of Ottoman dominion there in 1538.
The Portuguese took Aden in 1540, but it was re-taken by a Turkish admiral in 1599.
Hassan Pasha, Turkish Governor of Yamen, occupied the whole vilayet in the name of the Sultan of Stamboul. This occupation lasted till 1630, when the Sublime Porte decided to evacuate Yamen on account of its remoteness and the expense involved.
Yamen was then governed by a family descended from a former Sharif of Mecca, a member of which, Mansur al-Kasim, first took the title of Imam. He died in 1620, and it was a direct descendant of his who was Imam of Yamen in 1763, when Niebuhr visited the country. Niebuhr mentions him under the name of al-Mahdi Abbas. The present Imam is of this house, which claims descent from Ali and Fatimah.
In 1801 the Wahabi movement blazed across Central Arabia and seized the Holy Places of Islam. A chief of Asir sided with the movement and took many of the coastal towns of Yamen as far south as Mokha in 1804. Mohamed Ali Pasha of Egypt, charged by the Sultan of Stamboul to go against the Wahabis, tried to restore -Egypt's power in Arabia by seizing several towns on the Yamen coast. These he restored to the Imam, al-Mahdi Abdullah, on tribute.
The central rule in Yamen was now hopelessly disintegrated. Aden and its hinterland had become independent of the Imams of Sanaa in 1728, and the British bombarded and occupied that port in 1839.
When the Pasha of Egypt revolted against the Porte ill 1832, he sent Ahmed Pasha to occupy the Yamen